[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.png
1l be two years in August since
have found new soap roles, Ron Raines
bunch of concerts with the Boston Pops,
in musical theater for nearly two decades

LL THE |

L LIiE
with one of the theater’s most critically-
ington, D.C. “It's been a real gift. She is

OLD FRIENDS,
GUIDING LIGHT filmed its last epi-

(Alan) went back to an old gig — the the-

ALittle Night Music and Titanic last sum-

before spending 15 years as the Spauld-

Opening Act

acclaimed actresses, Bernadette Peters,

one of the few Broadway stars,” he raves.

newilives

I sode. And while a few cast members
ater. “I did a production of Candide, a
mer,” lists the actor, who made his living
ing family patriarch.

These days, Raines is sharing the stage
in Follies at The Kennedy Center in Wash-
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mer playhouse for one last bash
before the crumbling theater’s de-
molition. “Of course, we're all 30
vears older now,” laughs Raines,
who plays Ben. “The main con-
flictis between two couples, who
were very good friends in their
youth, and the memories that
being back in the theater stirs
up. Ben married Phyllis, and
Buddy married Sally, Berna-
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ecalls of Alan's)

dette. But Ben had a thing with Sally... its
about choosing certain paths in your life
that weren't necessarily the right ones.”
‘The romantic conflict between the four
leads plays on the title’s dual meaning.
“It's [patterned after] The Ziegfeld Follies,
but there is also the follies of our mind,
our subconscious,” says Raines. “It's a
story that many people can relate to.”

Encore!
When Follies wraps its six-week run on
Sunday, June 19, Raines will immediately
jump into his next venture. “I'm doing
two evenings with [famed conductor]

Keith Lockhart and the Boston Pops the
next weekend,” he shares. “I'm really ex-
cited about that. ”

Although musical theater and symphony
concerts are keeping Raines busy these
days, he still looks back on his soap days
fondly. “I would entertain the idea of an-
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Follies is running at The Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, DC, through June 19, and Raines will sing with
The Boston Pops on June 23 and 24, then at Wolf
Trap in Vienna, VA, in August. For tickets or more in-
formation, visit www.ronrainesonline.com.
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